Its mission had not changed, but at that time it was not ready to accept the challenge of adaptation to changing patterns of life. Now, today, if the Church fails to lead Catholics in Brazil in the reforms they so desperately need, if she fails to adapt to modern social conditions, she will be left behind.
The political pot has been boiling >ver for decades in Brazil, and in fairness to the Church, religion cannot flourish in a milieu where civil strife is the rule rathar than the exception. The struggle for food, for existence, the familiar scene of pillage and destruction, the ever-present military levies, demands of exhausted treasuries, the insecurity of rulers and governments, all that goes along with war and trouble, resulted in an image of an armed camp.
Education suffered, so did the Church. Organization of religious agencies and parishes was swept aside In the constant inarch of armies, and the result was that the military politicians and strong men, the caudillos, became the heroes of youth rather than the traditional models held up by the Church. Brazilian youth did not answer the call for vocations, and the Church became the refuge of women and children only.
American tourists to Brazil could not help but notice the absence of men during religious services. Fortunately, this is changing, too.
Just as the Catholic Church was present in the making of Brazilian culture and was incarnated in almost all human activities, so today it is becoming more and more involved in all areas of concern, including social, political, and economic, not just religious. 
